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You may take it roughly that 50 per cent will be devoted to
hand-spinning and hand-weaving.
In view of the outbreaks of violence that have occurred in Malabar, and
in other centres previously, what steps will you take to ensure adherence to
non-violence ?
The only answer that I can give to this question is that I will
do it by speeches, by talks in private also, by correspondence and
by popularizing hand-spinning, because I consider hand-spinning
as the greatest and the most efficacious antidote. If I could only
get the whole of India to become busy with this development,
it would stop all violence in the movement.
Do you think that there are bound to be exceptions to observance of non-
violence as in the case of the Moplahs?
Yes, there are bound to be exceptions, but I am positive that
there would have been much greater violence, more widespread,
if there had been no non-co-operation continuously emphasizing
non-violence. I should like to answer fully and frankly all the
questions that may arise from my answer in order to make my
position absolutely clear.
With regard to the question of picketing, I take it that tlcrc is a strong
body of opinion that objects to picketing. If you find, after experience, that
the two opposing forces would result in any form of disorder, do you intend
that, in spite of that, picketing shall continue?
Yes, it will continue so long as there is no violence used by
those who are picketing. I would not take into consideration the
violence that may be offered either by the liquor dealers or by the
people who want to visit these liquor shops; the third party being
the Government. In several cases in Bihar, the Magistrate had
actually given half a crown and said: "Here's half a crown, you
go and insist upon drinking, because it is your birthright and
you are entitled to drink," So of that kind of violence, I shall
take no notice so long as the non-violent party remain true to
their principles, but if they do not remain true then, of course,
all picketing will cease.
Then there is the question of the boycott of cloth. My information here
is that there has been an increase in the price of the Indian goods that come
from Bombay. If the boycott of imported goods continues, I calculate myself
that there is bound to be a further increase in, the price of Indian-made goods.
If that occurs, will it affect your campaign?
It would not affect my campaign because it is really not a
question of the mills. I continually bring to the ears of the people